THE  WAR  OF  ENGLISH  INDEPENDENCE
troubles, the clergy had consented to acknowledge his
supremacy " so far as the law of Christ allows ". The
Elizabethan settlement tacitly reversed that decision.
The Faith of Christ was to hold good so far as the law
and spirit of England allowed. How this would work out
in practice, only time would reveal. At the moment,
the important thing was to patch up some working com-
promise without too much regard to dogmatic con-
sistency.
Stated in cold blood, this may seem merely cynical.
But consider what the situation actually was. It is doubtful
whether in the whole of her history the prospects of the
country have seemed so desperate as in the dawn of what
we are accustomed to think of as the glorious Elizabethan
age. The country was bankrupt, discredited, divided
against itself, almost defenceless ; and now the ship of
state, with an inexperienced young woman at the helm,
had to weather such a storm as great Harry himself had
never known. For Catholic civilization had rallied all its
forces, spiritual and temporal, and was about to launch
its great counter-offensive against the Reformation.
The long delayed reconstruction had at last been accom-
plished of a very different sort from that envisaged by
Erasmus and his fellow scholars ; its spirit essentially
military. Rome had recovered her legions ; not only of
trained professionals capable of meeting ten to one odds
in the open field, but of civilian devotees, conditioned by
a sterner than any parade ground discipline to do, and
suffer, everything.
Overshadowing all was the colossal power of Spain, a
worldwide empire on a scale hitherto undreamed of.
Spain had taken charge of the Counter-Reformation,
and infused it with the crusading zeal that she herself
had developed through centuries of struggle with the
Moor, a zeal that spared nothing and stuck at nothing.
It could inspire such mighty saints as Theresa and John
of the Cross, such heroes as Don John of Austria and the
Prince of Parma ; but it was equally aglow in the fires
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